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2016 Legislative Priorities 
 

1. Maximum Funding for K-12 Adult Education Programs 
Source:  Division of Adult and Career Education  
 
Proposal: Identify state funding and legislative changes to ensure school districts receive 
maximum state funding for K-12 adult education programs.  The State renewed funding for adult 
education in the 2015-16 state budget, but current funding levels still remain too low to meet the 
demands of adult learners who remain on waiting lists to access classes for English proficiency, 
high school diplomas, citizenship, and job training. 

2. Adequate Funding for K-12 Education 
Source:  Board of Education 
 
Proposal:  Advocate for additional funding sources for K-12 education to ensure every student 
receives a quality education.  Even with the Local Control Funding Formula, California schools 
are still severely underfunded.  The lack of funds hinders a district’s ability to provide high-quality 
education and increase achievement for all students.  Pursuing other sources of revenue will not 
only lead to a better education for students but also an increase in economic growth for the 
surrounding community. 
 

3. KLCS Trust  
Source:  Chief Financial Officer 
 
Proposal: Allow school districts to set aside one-time special funds in a trust, for the benefit of a 
particular district program, in this case KLCS.  The trust would allow KLCS to access revenues 
from interest earned in the trust, thus reducing reliance on District general funds. 
  

4. Extension of State School Facilities Program 
Source:  Facilities Division 
 
Proposal:  Extend the State School Facilities Program to ensure LAUSD can leverage its local 
bond dollars and address the multitude of facilities needs throughout the District.  The current 
State School Facilities Program has exhausted all funding for school construction.  Absent funding 
from the State, local school districts will be required to shoulder the burden of funding 100% of 
their school construction needs.  For many school districts that do not have access to local bond 
funds, the state program is their only means of addressing their school facilities needs.  To ensure 
equity for all school districts and all school children, the State School Facilities Program must be 
extended.  This will require the Legislature to authorize a ballot initiative for the 2016 ballot. 
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5. Language Skills Assessment for Transitional Kindergarten 
Source:  Early Childhood Education Division 
 
Proposal: Allow for the use of the Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) or another more 
age appropriate assessment in place of the California English Learner Development Test (CELDT) 
to identify English Learner students in Transitional Kindergarten (TK) and Expanded Transitional 
Kindergarten (ETK).  Current law requires that all students with a primary language other than 
English, including TK and ETK students, complete a language assessment within 30 days of 
enrollment. 
 

6. Charter School Governance 
Source:  Board of Education   
 
Proposal: Seek legislation to require that all organizations or entities that are sole statutory 
members of a charter school board or otherwise exert control over the governance and operations 
of a charter school, including but not limited to fiscal and educational decisions, be subject to 
public accountability laws applicable to charter schools including the Brown Act, conflict of 
interest laws, California Public Records Act, and responding to reasonable inquiries from the 
charter authorizer. 
 

7. Charter School Reforms 
Source:  Board of Education 
 
Proposal: Seek changes to the Education Code to strengthen the rules and regulations covering 
charter schools in order to ensure that charter schools are held to similar standards as school 
districts.  Amendments to the Education Code could include Brown Act requirements or changes 
to Proposition 39 requirements. 
 

8. Districts of Choice 
Source:  Board of Education 

 
Proposal: Add to the Districts of Choice statutes a requirement that a district of choice must inform 
families of their rights in the district of choice process, in particular that the district of choice may 
not discriminate against English Learner students or students with disabilities.  Additionally, 
establish an appeal process for students who believe they were wrongly denied admission into a 
district of choice. 
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9. Organic Waste Recycling  
Source:  Office of Environmental Health and Safety 
 
Proposal: Seek a delay in a new law that requires that entities that generate a specified amount of 
organic waste arrange for recycling services for that organic waste.  Allow school districts 
additional time for compliance with these requirements given that current federal law regarding 
school meal distribution leads to large amounts of organic waste.  Additional time also would 
allow for training at school sites and food production facilities for proper sorting of waste and 
composting.  The new requirements otherwise would represent new costs to the District to handle 
the organic waste appropriately.    
 

10. Refund of Employer Retirement Contributions 
Source:  Office of General Counsel   
 
Proposal: Amend the Government Code to require the return of a public employer’s retirement 
contributions to the public employer when an employee forfeits retirement benefits due to 
conviction of a crime.  Currently, District contributions are not returned to the District after an 
employee forfeits retirement benefits, but the employee is able to recoup their employee 
contributions. 
 

11. Paid Time Off for Certificated Employees 
Source:  Office of General Counsel   
 
Proposal: Allow districts to convert the provision of vacation and illness time to a combined paid 
time off for certificated employees that may be used for vacation, illness, or other personal 
reasons.  Currently, classified employees are provided vacation and illness time while certificated 
employees are only provided illness time. 
 

12. Separation of Employment for AWOL Employees  
Source:  Office of General Counsel   
 
Proposal: Allow school districts to separate employment with certificated employees who have 
been absent without leave (AWOL) for more than one semester after reasonable notice.  Currently, 
certificated employees who are absent without leave for several months or years must go through 
the formal separation process. 
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13. Public Notification Flexibility for Public Works Contracts 
Source:  Facilities Division 
 
Proposal:  Expand the public notification methodology for which a school district is required to 
give public notice of a project to potential bidders.  Public Contract Code Section 20112 states for 
the purpose of securing bids, the governing board of a school district shall publish at least once a 
week for two weeks in some newspaper of general circulation published in the district, or if there 
is no such paper, then in some newspaper of general circulation, circulated in the county, and may 
post on the district’s web site or through an electronic portal, a notice calling for bids, stating the 
work to be done or materials or supplies to be furnished and the time when and the place and the 
web site where bids will be opened. The amount of staff, time, and resources required to prepare a 
newspaper advertisement for each public works contract the District seeks is very consuming and 
costly.  Over the past 4 years, the District has posted an average of 130 advertisements each year at 
a cost ranging from $100 to $2,500 per advertisement.  In this age of technology, school districts 
should be afforded the flexibility to either post in a local newspaper or on the district's website.   


